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§ Madge Oswald, Treasurer/Membership 12001 Audubon Dr., Anchorage, AK 99516

All Meetings are scheduled for Board Meeting at 1:00 p.m. and Regular Mtg. at
2:00 p.m.
January 16, 2010 Anchorage, Cooperative Extension

Speaker: Jaime Rodriguez

“New Rock Garden Plants” Plants that are new to Alaska or
the Horticulture Industry (unusual or untried)

February 20,2010  Valley, MTA Building, Palmer

Planning the ABG Tufa Garden

“Plants for Tufa Gardens” -This will be a group effort.

Bring pictures, ideas to share to help decide which plants to
order for the new Tufa Garden at ABG. Carmel Tysver has
applied for a $1,000.00 Grant from NARGS for this purpose.
March 20, 2010 Anchorage, UAA, Rassmussen Bldg. (formerly the Business
Admin. Bldg.) It’s a green & gray 3 story Bldg. Thisisa
Dual Meeting: ;

PartI. Amelia Walsh will show her short program that she
presented at the NARGS Winter Study Weekend in 2009.
Part II. Jaime Rodriguiz will present: “Hardy Low Rock
Garden Plants of the Genu\s Synthris and Veronica”

April 3, 2010 “Garden Day” at the Sears Mall. A Volunteer Sign —up
Sheet will be available at the February and March meetings.

If you have a specific time to volunteer, call Varna @ 333-
8212.

Cont’d. Page 2




“  Volume 15 Issue 1

April 17,2010 Valley. MTA Building, Palmer
“Native Rock Garden Plants of Healy, Alaska”
Speaker, Verna Pratt
NOTE: This program is a predecessor of two summer field trips to the area. June 12 & 13 to

sec the plants in bloom and August 7 & 8 to gather seeds. ( Camping is available and a motel
is near by. Plans for such need to be made in advance. ) Contact Verna for particulars.

May 15, 2010 Alaska Botanical Garden Clean-up 1:00 P.M.
Clean up of the Rock Gardens at the Botanical Garden and planting the new
Tufa Garden. -

May 22, 2010 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Plant Sale Anchorage

At Sally Karabelnikoff”s home on Old Harbor Rd. Off Muldoon.

May 29 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Plant Sale Valley

Florene and Doug Carney’s Snowfire Gardens 3379 Inlet Vista Cir.
Off Mi. 5.2 Fairview Loop Rd.

Hau’oli makahiki hou! Happy New Year! I confess I have Hawaii on the brain, because I will be spending the
last week of January and first week of February there. Is it zone denial to wonder if any of the high alpine
plants from 13,000 ft elevation on Mauna Loa might be hardy? ‘ .
2010 promises to be an interesting year for the Alaska Rock Garden Society. We have the new tufa garden to
plant at the Anchorage Botanical Garden. Later this spring we’ll have a workshop about plants that grow well
in Tufa.

I am excited about our planned seed collection trip to Mt. Healy in August. ‘We have a few nice plants from
when we went there in 1999. In my own garden Douglasia gormannii is getting nicer with each passing year.
Saxifraga eschscholtzii got lost, and I want it back. We should all have the Alaskan Eritrichiums and Synthris,
and with any luck, we’ll bring back seeds.

At our next meeting I’ll be sharing my research into new rock garden plants gleaned from hours searching
through catalogs and websites. Some of the plants are special selections of familiar plants. Others are so new
to the horticulture world that only the names and place of origin are known. Hopefully the eye candy will
keep us warm through the hundred days of January. (If you don’t know about the hundred days of J anuary,
come to our January meeting and I’ll explain it. Grin.)

Don’t forget — it’s time to sow the slow growers and slow germinators.

Jaime -
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Saxifraga eschscholtzii

This tiny grey-green saxifrage is native to Alaska and Canada, and is found mostly in the arctic or higher
elevations in rocky tundra. Also known as Ciliate Saxifrage or Cushion Saxifrage, it has the appearance of
a colony of tiny barnacles or coral. It is easily mistaken for lichen. The flowers are yellow and quite tiny.
The leaves are alternate, and hairy. A good candidate for a trough, so it doesn’t get lost

Page 3

Saxifraga eschscholtzii

North American Rock Garden Society

Join today. NARGS is for gardening enthusiasts interested in alpine, saxatile, and low-growing
perennials. Annual dues in the U.S. and Canada are $30, payable in U.S. funds. VISA/Mastercard
accepted.

Benefits of membership include: Rock Garden Quarterly with articles on alpines and North American |

i} wildflowers, illustrated in color photographs and pen and ink drawings; annual seed exchange with

i§ thousands of plant species; study weekends and annual meetings in either U.S. or Canada; and book

| service to members.

l Join on-line at www.nargs.org

I Or write: Bobby J. Ward, Exec. Secretary NARGS, P.O. Box 18604, Raleigh, NC 27619-8604, USA




The September 2009 Meeting had a program that may become an Annual Event. The plant swap was a huge
success and fun for all. There was a wonderful variety of plants available for members to swap and everyone
went home with new treasures for their gardens. Look for this program next fall and in the meantime set aside
a few treasures that you would like to trade for something you don’t already have. Many people brought real
treasures including several saxifragas and lewisias.

NARGS 2010

Romancing the Rockies

The Marriage of Plant and Stone
July 11-14, 2010
Denver & Salida, Colorado

Exploration and field study of the “edaphic factor”: how does limestone or granite sub-
strate influence the flora and biodiversity?

Join the Rocky Mountain Chapter of NARGS for a trip to the undiscovered Colorado that is every bit
as beautiful as—but somehow more pristine and authentic—than the famous resorts that grab headlines. The
meeting is scheduled to coincide with the peak of the alpine season: come dance with Eritrichium and primulas
on the very backbone of America!

Information at www.rmcnargs.org and more to follow.
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A Work Party Sets Tufa into Garden at ABG

If you want to get a lot of work done in a hurry, call a rock gardener! A Fall work party hauled tufa, sorted
tufa, and placed tufa in the new section of the rock garden at the Alaska Botanical Garden. The tufa, pur-
chased by ARGS from Dave Taplin and Nancy Beck, was loaded and moved during one work party and
placed at another. The garden is ready to receive plants that need exactly this type of environment. At the
meeting in February members will be making suggestions for what to order and making commitments of
plants they own to go into the new tufa garden.

Photo by Florene Carney

Carmel Tysver, Elaine Wardel , Verna Pratt, Jaime Rodriguez, and Madge Oswald behind the new Tufa
Garden at the Alaska Botanical Garden.
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Welcome to another fine seed selection from the following Donors:

#1; Kathy Swick
#2; Verna Pratt

#3; Kathy Zins

#4; Les Brake

#5; Mark White

#6; Unison Hubbard
#7; Debbie Hinchey
#8; Florene Carney

Please consider being a donor next year and add to the diversity of our
offerings.

SEED EXCHANGE ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS

The above donors will have 1st choice as to selection of up to 20 seed
packets; non-donors 15 seed packets. Please try to order in

alphabetical order your requests as it is easier to fill.

Substitutes or alternates at the bottom of the order sheet are welcome.

Take a lined sheet and add your Name, Address, E-mail address & or Phone
#. then list your requests. Place in an envelope and address to:

ARGS SEED EXCHANGE
Mark E. White

35680 Glacier Avenue
Sterling, Alaska 99672

Please include $3.00 to cover costs of mailing & envelopes; checks may :
be made out to: Mark E. White

*Please include a personal Mailing label for the return seed packet.*
Please have your order returned to us by the end of January. We will
plan to fill your order and return to you by February 15th.

We will do our best to send your full order but please keep in mind that
many of the items are of a small quantity. THANK YOU!
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Alaska Rock Garden Society

Seed Order
January 2010
Name
Address City State Zip
E-mail address Phone No.
Plant No. Plant Name

Send with a check for $3.00 and a personal mailing label to: Mark White
35680 Glacier Ave.
Sterling, Alaska 99672
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Start planning now for this exciting
week-end! The Winter Study week- = : S o
sharing.

"Alpine Trails:
From the Switchbacks
fo the Suburbs”

tharch 5-7, 2010 — phediord, Oregon

Hosred by the
Siskivou Chapter of NARGS

Contribute to NARGS Image Library
NARGS is creating an image library and calling on members from all chapters to
contribute. The first project will be to scan the 35mm slides from the NARGS Slide
Library. “Please notify all your members that we need their photos. All photos will be

accepted. If they are in a non-digital format (35mm or negatives) contact me to schedule
a time when they can be scanned,” writes John Serowicz, who is heading up the library. |
For more information, see hitp://acnargs.blogspot.com/2009/08/contribute-to-
nargsimage-

library.html or write to John at imagelibrary(@mi.ir.com .
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Alaska Rock Garden Society
PO Box 244136
Anchorage, AK 995244136

We're on the Weh
WWW.Aargs.org



